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Helping Link Asset Services Migration to Microsoft Azure

LINKGroup

Link Group provides trading services to residents of the UK and the Channel

Islands

Excessive Migration Time How We Did It

Aliter Consulting were approached during the
summer of 2016 to provide SAP OS/DB
Migration Consultancy Services to help Link
Asset Services migrate their production SAP
ECC system from ageing on-premise
hardware to the Microsoft Azure public cloud.
The main challenges faced:

® [Excessive migration duration — initially, this
was taking circa. 48 hours, which was too
close to the agreed downtime

® System was running on old hardware with
limited scope to increase the compute
resources.

e Export time affected by the bulk of the SAP
Fl data being contained in a small number
of large tables

Improvements Made

Through an iterative process of analysis and
testing of tuning techniques, our SAP OS/DB
Migration Certified Consultants made huge
improvements in reducing the migration time;
the export and import durations were reduced
to under 8 hours and 6 hours respectively.

® Recommended the temporary repurposing
of CPU resources from shared
infrastructure to boost processing power

e Used table splitting techniques on the
largest tables to reduce the export time

® |ncreased the number of parallel RSLOAD
processes to speed up processing

e Reduced export time with package
ordering to export the largest tables first

® |ncreased the size of the Oracle PGA and
PSAPTEMP - this greatly helped with the
index generation on the import

Due to the tuning exercise, the massive
reduction observed in the runtime of the actual
SAP OS/DB migration proved to be very
crucial for the live cutover to Azure. Network
challenges not previously envisaged meant
that the data transfer of the export files from
the on-premise hardware to the Azure
platform would take over 20 hours. By fine
tuning the export/import process, we were
able to still fit the entire process into the
agreed business downtime window with a
small contingency
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Reasons Why
Companies
Should Run Their
SAP Systems On
Azure

o Specifically optimised
for SAP workloads

e Highly scalable and
flexible

e Top class security
and compliance

e Built-in resilience and
business continuity

e |ntegration with
intelligent analytics

e Tap into continuously
—evolving Azure
Cloud Services

e Benefit from a long
established
partnership between
SAP and Microsoft

Aliter Consulting have
many years’ experience
in the migration of SAP
systems for a variety of
operating systems and
database combinations
with a recent focus on
moving customer SAP
workloads to Azure.

If you’re thinking of such
a move, we'd be happy
to discuss.
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